
PRAYING THROUGH THE MONTH 
Mark and Donna McDonnel 
Kiev, Ukraine – March 2011 

 
 
UPDATE 
 
Dear Praying Friends, 
 
Thank you, dear friends, for praying for us this past month.  In some ways, it went by really fast, and in 
others, it was a long month marked by trip after trip to the doctor. 
 
We are so thankful that Donna is now feeling better.  After testing many, many times for quite a variety of 
parasites and after running numerous other tests, the infectious diseases specialist (our own Dr. Pavlichin), 
recommended taking anti-parasite medication anyway.  We saw results almost immediately in that Donna 
had little or no pain, and could sleep through the night without waking from pain.  We don’t know why the 
Lord allowed this ‘simple’ solution after so much time, but we are thankful that he is sovereign and all-wise! 
 
Thank you for praying for Vika’s surgery.  It went well and she is back up and well.  We are excited to see 
the growth of a new church plant led by a graduate of the seminary, Igor, his wife Susanna.  The church 
celebrated a year of ministry this past Sunday and Mark was invited to participate in the service. 
 
Earlier in the month Abby’s classmate Gosha came over to play one day and we were thrilled with the 
opportunity to interact even a tiny bit more with this family.  Unfortunately, Abby got a stomach bug right 
after that, and then Gosha had some health issues, so we haven’t had a chance to have him over again. 
 
Henry Harlan reports on his wife Rebecca:  We were scheduled to start the clinical trial last Monday but we 
have had complications that have delayed us. They have been unable to keep Rebecca's blood count high 
enough to allow additional chemotherapy to be given. Her ANC (absolute neutrophil count - a type of white 
blood cell) has been dangerously low. We are now in the process of bone marrow biopsy and testing to try to 
figure out how to move forward. Rebecca developed an infection last week but it has responded well to 
treatment. Thank you for your continued prayers.  
 
Thank you for praying for the handicapped ministry team’s trip to Dimarka this past weekend.  Although it 
was terribly cold, it was good to be able to spend time with, encourage, and share the gospel with these dear 
people.  In a town of 18,000, there are at least 200 families who have family members with disabilities; this 
monthly outreach is very meaningful. 
 
As more and more of the calendar dates are filled with names of those needing salvation, we thank you for 
your persistence in prayer, knowing that it could be a long time of praying before the Lord changes their 
hearts.  Thank you for your willingness to pray again and again for these so in need of the Lord’s mighty 
salvation. 
 
May the Lord bless you as you lift us and these dear ones up in prayer this month.  We are blessed. 
 
 
Mark and Donna McDonnel 
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FOR PRAYER 
 
 

1. Tuesday – Pray again for Rebecca Harlan’s healing, peace, and grace in the process as she battles cancer.  
Pray that her blood count will go up, and for wisdom for the doctors as they try to get her started on a new course 
of treatment. 
 

2. Wednesday – Pray for Benjamin to improve his grades.  Pray especially for his taking tests in Math, and for 
his taking ownership of this whole area.  Pray for wisdom for Mark and Donna as they work with Benjamin. 
 

3. Thursday – Pray for Sergei to find work.  He is in construction/contract renovation work and has not had any 
work for the past two months.  Pray also that he would grow spiritually during this time, and for his wife to have 
grace and peace as she stands by him. 
 

4. Friday – Continue to pray for Dr. Pavlichin’s tumor/scar tissue.  The doctors are not wanting to re-test too 
soon, but also are concerned about tumor growth if it is indeed a tumor and not residual scar tissue.  Pray for his 
peace and his walk with the Lord as he waits. 
 

5. Saturday – Pray for Sergei and Ira as they look for a new apartment.  They have until the end of this month 
to find another place, and affordable housing in Kiev is very difficult to find right now. 
 

 

6. Sunday – As the Orthodox world starts their Lenten fast tomorrow, pray for opportunities to talk with those 
around us about Christ, about sin, and about our need for Jesus’ great sacrifice on the cross.  Although few people 
attend church here, everyone feels this religious/historical background and thinks a lot about the various rituals 
and traditions. 
 

7. Pray again with urgency for Donna’s father to understand his need for salvation.  Pray that the Lord would 
impress Lew with his sinfulness. 
 

8. As popular uprisings overthrow governments in the Middle East and North Africa and countries like the U.S. 
and England and France sent means to get their citizens out, please pray for Ukrainians and others who are caught 
in the turmoil, but who don’t have governments which are able to help them. 
 

9. Pray for Mark as he finishes preparing for his modular class starting next Monday.  Pray for the Lord to 
speak to him and through him as he goes through the book of Psalms these two weeks. 
 

10. Pray for Donna and Lois as they co-chair the committee organizing the fall women’s conference at the 
seminary.  Pray especially for wisdom about restructuring and revamping the format and schedule of the 
conference. 
 

11.  Pray for us to be diligent in the daily things.  As winter tries to draw to a close, it’s a mental challenge to 
keep a proper perspective after so many months of cold and gray.  
 

12. Pray again for Oksana’s and Sergei’s salvation.  These are the parents of Abigail’s classmate Gosha.  Pray 
that we can be a positive influence and that the Lord would do a mighty work in these parents’ hearts; Gosha’s 
mother gets home from work after 8 pm every night. 
 

 

13. Sunday – Pray for Mark’s students as they start this modular course tomorrow.  Pray for stamina, good 
interaction and understanding, and diligence in their assignments (it’s hard to go four hours right after lunch!).  
Pray also for safe travel to Kiev. 
 

14. Pray again for Lena Alekseyevna’s and Lena Ivanovna’s salvation, teachers we have personal contact with 
every week.  Pray for wisdom to use the weekly lesson times to speak of the Lord and their sin before God. 
 



15. Pray for Sasha’s physical health, especially in regard to his high blood pressure, which is so serious as to 
affect his daily functioning.  Pray also for his discernment about what, if any, changes he needs to make, either in 
lifestyle, medical treatment, etc. 
 

16. Pray for Igor and Susanna as they continue to minister in a new church plant.  Pray for wisdom, grace, 
stamina, and for the Lord’s protection on their marriage as they serve in this amazing work. 
 

17. Pray for the women’s conference team to be able make a decision about the location for the conference.  
Rising costs have made it difficult to find a suitable place for such a large group. 
 

18. Pray again for the salvation of Lydia’s brother, who is an alcoholic of many years. 
 

19. Pray again for Lena’s and Viktor’s salvation.  They don’t feel any need for a savior or salvation.  Lena is 
very careful to keep all of the traditions Ukrainian Orthodox culture requires, so pray that Donna can speak to her 
about the meanings behind the traditions, especially in regard to sin and forgiveness.

 

20. Sunday – Pray again with urgency for Donna’s father to understand his need for salvation.  Pray that the 
Lord would impress Lew with his sinfulness. 
 

21. Pray for Mark as he prepares for a new class in May, teaching through the books of Daniel and Revelation.  
Pray for him as he structures the material, that he would hear from the Lord, and that he would speak to what the 
students need to hear at that time. 
 

22. Pray again for the couple mentioned in January.  Pray for their salvation, and for the Lord’s miraculous 
intervention in their marriage.  We get little information from them right now, but we pray that the Lord is doing a 
mighty work in this home. 
 

23. Pray again for church leaders in Ukraine to develop and communicate a vision for healthy family time.  Pray 
for men in ministry to see the need for, plan for, and make daily choices for a good balance between family time 
and time in ministry.  Pray especially for Vasya, Vanya, Sasha, and Valeri in this, and for their pastor to respect 
their decisions.  It is considered spiritual to never be at home, and disloyal to say no to ministry. 
 

24. Pray again for the Lord to provide for the Dimyanchenkos’ and the Kobtuns’ ordinary monthly family 
budget expenses.  Sasha’s and Vasya’s ministry jobs take up a great deal of time, significantly cutting into the 
time available to work at their secular jobs.  We do try to help these families as we are able, but they really need a 
more stable income. 
 

25. Pray for the handicapped ministry team as they travel to Dimarka (a small town outside of Kiev) to hold 
services tomorrow.  Pray for safe travel, and that the folks would be healthy enough to attend, believers would be 
encouraged, and for the salvation of those who don’t yet know the Lord. 
 

26. Pray again for Ludmilla’s and Natalya’s salvation.  How we long to share the gospel with these teachers, but 
have little opportunity to speak with them about anything on a deeper level, or even speak with any frequency. 

 

27. Sunday – Pray again for the Lord’s provision of the finances necessary for the seminary to function. 
 

28. Pray for someone to step into the volunteer job of coordinating the driver/scheduling for Benjamin and 
Mary’s (and classmates’) school transportation. 
 

29. Pray for our own monthly financial support.  We are so very thankful that friends are faithful in giving in the 
midst of difficult financial times. 
 

30. Pray for the full-time students graduating this spring.  Each is really praying about how the Lord would have 
him proceed after graduation:  Tengiz (returning to Republic of Georgia), Misha, Pyotr, Sasha D., and Sasha K. 
 

31. Pray again with urgency for Donna’s father to understand his need for salvation.  Pray that the Lord would 
impress Lew with his sinfulness. 
 
 
 
 



 
 
CONTEXT/INFORMATION/HAPPENINGS 
 

Medicine in Ukraine, the private clinic variation 
 
When we first arrived in Ukraine, we didn’t really think all that much about health care or needing it here as 
we were, generally, very healthy.  And for the most part, that has continued over the years. 
 
At one point quite a while back, a friend wanted to check out a new clinic, a German-Ukrainian joint venture 
‘thing’.  She was a nurse, had a couple of questions, and we went downtown together for a visit. 
 
We were both surprised by the visual appearance of the clinic, mostly because it looked so normal to what 
we both knew a medical facility could be – but this was in Ukraine!  It had a lot of really nice equipment, all 
the niceties in the waiting room (including lights that were turned on), and so our expectations had begun to 
run high.  It did seem that the medical experience/competence of the people didn’t quite match the 
equipment, judging by the strange things my friend was told about her condition (one she’d had for a while). 
 
Several years later I went to another private clinic for prenatal care for Abigail.  I should say here that I could 
have gone the public clinic route, but to re-create my life’s file for them in order to make sense to their 
system was a huge task that we didn’t want to undertake.  Again, the equipment was up to date, but some of 
the techniques were atypical, at least to my previous three pregnancies:  a person drawing blood and not 
wearing gloves, another listening for a baby’s heartbeat using a wooden cone-shaped device, among others.   
 
We visited that clinic again when Mary needed to have a large abcessed/infected area lanced, and were a 
little surprised when the doctor who came in to take her scooped her up in his arms and carried her off (she 
was five at the time), comforting her with these words: ‘When you look up and see all those masks, 
Mommy’ll be one of them, so don’t worry.’  I was in the hall the whole time, as per his instructions… 
 
Over the course of time some new clinics have come to town and we began to try others, especially as Dr. 
Pavlichin would suggest that this one was good for this type of thing, or that one was better for that type of 
thing. 
 
This past one, though, was just short of being on the wild side, at least to the senses.  When you walk in, you 
get the strong sense that you’ve actually walked into a hotel lobby and not a medical facility.  The front desk 
is staffed by friendly-enough people who’ll direct you to check your coat and wait for someone to take you to 
your appointment.  You can get a cup of coffee or a snack at the little café a few steps away while you wait. 
 
One of a small group of young women, all dressed in some version of dark skirt, white blouse, and very high 
heels then comes to escort you to the elevator, putting her security badge up to let you in, as without it, you 
can’t leave the lobby.  The hotel theme continues throughout the place, complete with espresso makers and 
small cups with saucers in the various waiting rooms, and security-keyed doors at every turn. 
 
I was very well taken care of, no matter what the procedure was (excepting the manner of the attending 
doctor).  The professionalism, the easy manner, the competence with which each person did the job at hand 
all but erased the fact that it was all taking place in Russian and, for this illness, was very invasive. 
 
I guess it can be said that capitalism has its advantages, and that you often will get what you pay for (and 
prices are still not like in the west).  But because we are somewhat ‘outside’ the system, I do look at a place 
like this clinic and wonder what it means for most of the people walking past outside on the street.  It would 
be simplistic to think that this will be what medical care is going to become, at least for most people, in the 
future.  I don’t mean a political commentary and I’ve run out of space, but I wanted to share a different side. 


